
   

 

From the Desk of: 

Chaplain Bill Goodrich 
 

 

Dear ministry friends, 

Once a year, I pause to invite our network of newsletter recipients 
to participate in the funding of our mission. I thank you for taking 
the time to prayerfully listen to my heart, which I trust is in keeping 
with the Lord’s heart. 

It was 40 years ago when I was led to take my first step into a nursing home. After only a few 
visits, I began to realize the spiritual poverty of these hidden neighbors. In my research, I learned 
that there were 18,000 such homes in our nation, and the Church at large seemed unaware or 
perhaps unconcerned. However, Jesus was very concerned. Though at the time I was new to the 
faith, I sensed deeply in my heart that He wanted me to do something to help them. After seven 
years of learning, ministering and praying, I was led to team up with The Sonshine Society and 
host a national nursing home ministry rally. It was a huge success, with 185 Christians from 20 
states and Canada attending. The following year, God Cares Ministry was founded! Each year 
since then, we have experienced growth, and now, by God’s grace, we serve a network of over 
3,500 volunteers who are ministering to at least 42,000 residents on a regular basis.  

The foundation has been laid, and there is much more to accomplish with some 2.3 million 
residents living in our nation’s senior care homes. Many of these neighbors have been churched 
all their lives, yet do not have a personal relationship with Jesus. Some have avoided the faith all 
together and have no hope for their future. Their discontentment is changed to hope and peace 
when they have been befriended by a God Cares’ trained volunteer. The fruitfulness of these 
missionaries proves that the Gospel, when shared in a spirit of lovingkindness and prayer, is 
powerful and effective! 

We love hearing stories from our faithful volunteers and sharing them with you through our 
newsletters. They testify to how Jesus is working in and through His servants to rescue His 
elderly children in their final months, days or even hours.  

Like any ministry, funds are needed to sustain and increase our reach. For God Cares Ministry, 
our desire is to increase our network of volunteers by at least 10% each year. In 2024, we 
increased by 16% and we are on track to exceed our 2025 goals as well. Praise God! As a 
volunteer, a prayer partner, and/or a financial supporter, I am deeply grateful for your part in this 
great rescue mission. 

  



Donations to God Cares from our supporting friends are the fuel that funds our daily operations 
and the growth of this mission work, which is to recruit, train, equip and support Christian 
volunteers to share the love and Word of God in senior care homes, helping residents take 
Jesus’ hand to find life, hope and peace in Him.  

Currently, we are involved in two very important projects that will significantly increase our reach 
in 2026 and beyond: 

• Home Schooling Outreach: Providing a step-by-step guide to getting started, Bible-based 
lesson plans and learning worksheets to support parents who want to create a family 
outreach in a nursing home as part of their home schooling program or family ministry.  

• Audio/Video Studio: Creating a studio that will enable us to produce in-house: 
o Training videos to equip and strengthen our volunteer network 
o Updated hymn/worship music to accompany our two giant print songbooks 
o Audio recordings of our books 
o Audio blogs and testimonies for social media posts and radio announcements 
o Specific communications to present the great need of nursing home ministry to 

Church leaders – increasing the number of churches adopting a nursing home 

I am excited about the future of God Cares Ministry and the impact all of us will have on the 
lives of our often-overlooked neighbors. We remain confident in God’s faithfulness and 
lovingkindness to rescue His elderly children as we continue to abide in Him.  

Therefore, I ask that you would pause and pray over the next few moments/days, asking the 
Lord how you might partner with us to provide nursing home residents with the opportunity to 
find life, hope and peace in Jesus in 
their final season on earth. Your 
financial support will help equip many 
more volunteers for this expansive 
mission field. Together, in Christ Jesus – 
our True Vine – we will continue to bear 
Heaven’s fruit in our nation’s senior care 
homes for the glory of God our Father. 
(John 15:1-17) 

Thank you for caring and sharing. 

May the Lord bless you, 

Chaplain Bill Goodrich 
Founder/President  
 
   
 
     

P.O. Box 355, Avon Lake, OH  44012  •   440-930-2173  •   www.GodCaresMinistry.com 

Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will 
reward them for what they have done. ~ Proverbs 19:17 

https://godcaresministry.com/donate/
http://www.godcaresministry.com/


GOD CARES MINISTRY 
IMPACT FACT SHEET 

 

 God Cares Ministry was founded in 1994 with a primary focus in NE Ohio. 
 We now support a network of over 3,500 active volunteers throughout the USA. These 

volunteers are ministering to at least 42,000 residents on a regular basis. 
 Over 70,400 residents are receiving the Word of God through our outreach to Activity 

Directors who are sharing our free Scripture sheets and activity pages. 
 We offer over 30 resources to equip nursing home volunteers who serve in this specialized 

mission field. An average of 1,650 orders for resources are filled annually. 
 408 Christians have received training for ministry in 2025. 
 239,107 Scripture handouts have been downloaded from our website. 
 Our annual budget for 2025 is $467,330. We are currently at 63%. We rely on the year-end 

support of our generous partners to reach this modest budget.  
 We employ a staff of 3 full-time and 5 part-time employees. 
 The average cost to reach one nursing home resident is less than $5.00 per year. 
 We are governed by a Board of Directors consisting of 8 members and 4 advisors. 
 We are members of the ECFA and hold a 100% approval rating with Charity Navigator.  

 

    ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~    
 

Your website is a wonderful site for reference materials…. Thank you for putting all this valuable 
information together. ~ R.F., Virginia Beach, VA 

Thank you so much for the reach out! I was just telling our director this morning how our church 
group no longer comes on Thursdays, and I don't have anyone to fill this void. Your Scripture sheets 
will definitely help me out until I can, hopefully, find another ministry group to come and preach to 
the residents. God works in mysterious and wonderful ways! ~ T.A., Activity Director, Gainesville, TX   

I've been enjoying the God Cares lessons with residents at our nursing home and their attention is 
being drawn toward God's care and love for them. We have a delightful time during our 
gatherings! Several express their appreciation for the message. It is an honor and a joy to be with 
them and bring Jesus’ gift of salvation to them in their last years of life on this earth. Glory to God! 
~ D.V., Sheldon, IA 

Our church has been conducting a mid-week church service at an assisted living facility for over 10 
years. After learning about God Cares and implementing what I learned in the training program, 
the attendance has more than doubled. I recall from training to not take on more than one facility 
and to not spread ourselves too thin and stay focused, but the need is so great! To address this, our 
church has formed a new position, Senior Care Ministry Coordinator of which I have just been 
offered the role. My plan is to recruit and build a team so that we can reach this local mission field 
with more volunteers.  
Thank you for reaching out to us. The personal touches from God Cares Ministry means a lot to us. 
~ R. & L., Missoula, MT 

 



WAYS YOU CAN GIVE TO CHANGE A LIFE 
Whether large or small, your gifts to God Cares Ministry help to assure that our lonely neighbors 

will have a friend pointing them to Jesus. Some prefer to give a one-time gift, while others want to 
know about other giving options. Here are some ways you may want to consider: 

One Time, Monthly or Quarterly Gifts – from your checking, savings or credit card account. 
This can be done quickly and securely via our website, using the enclosed form, through your 
Donor Advised Fund or by calling our office. 

Ministry Champions – help to provide funds by appealing to your church’s missions board for 
financial support. Contact us for details and resources to help you present and champion this cause.  

Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) – this option provides significant tax advantages for 
those who take an RMD from their IRA (when sent directly from your financial institution). Talk 
with your financial advisor to take advantage of this giving option.  

Non-cash Donations – there are many ways to give and/or bequest non-cash assets that can 
include significant tax advantages. Call our office for details.  

Matching Gifts – many employers offer a matching gift program. Check with your HR department.  

Annual Family Gift – rather than exchanging gifts on special occasions, families sometimes 
choose to pool their funds and give to a charitable cause. 

You may want to speak to your financial advisor for other giving options. 

Click on this link to donate now through our secure website 
 

I am continually grateful for your support of our cause to ensure that residents of 
senior care facilities are not isolated from Christians who are being equipped to share 

the love and Word of God with them. Together, we are united in having a huge 
impact in God’s kingdom work, helping so many take Jesus’ hand in their final days.  
May the LORD richly bless you for your thoughtfulness! ~ Chaplain Bill Goodrich t 

 
God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you 

have helped his people and continue to help them.         ~ Hebrews 6:10 
 

Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father; 
take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I 
was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something 
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I 

was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me… I tell you the 
truth, whatever you did to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did to me.  

~ Matthew 25:31-40 
 

https://godcaresministry.com/donate/

